Pseudodelta sign on computed tomography: an indication of bilateral interhemispheric hemorrhage.
The "pseudodelta sign" is introduced as an indicator of interhemispheric hemorrhage. This sign, appearing in computed tomography (CT) scans, consists of hyperattenuated extra-axial blood surrounding blood flowing in the superior sagittal sinus, which shows lower attenuation. To determine the prevalence of interhemispheric hemorrhage and the pseudodelta sign in patients with post-traumatic extra-axial hemorrhage, the authors reviewed the charts and CT scans of 198 such patients. The patients had been admitted to a tertiary-care hospital between Jan. 1, 1986, and Dec. 1, 1990. Interhemispheric hemorrhage was visible in 18 cases; the pseudodelta sign was seen in 14 of these. In 8 of the 14 cases the interhemispheric hemorrhage consisted of bilateral subdural hematoma, and in 3 it consisted of unilateral subdural hematoma. In the remaining three cases the appearance of the interhemispheric blood was nonspecific, and the hemorrhage may have been subdural or subarachnoid. The pseudodelta sign may be a good indicator of interhemispheric hemorrhage in either the subdural or subarachnoid space.